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17.—Estimated Production, Exports, Imports and Apparent Consumption of Wool in 
Canada, 1930-43 

NOTE.—All estimates are on a 'greasy' basis: the exports and imports shown in the 1939 and previous 
Year Books were only partly on a 'greasy' basis. Comparable statistics of production for the years 1920-29 
are given at p. 219 of the 1939 Year Book. 
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1 Figures for 1931 to 1941 have been revised since the publication of the 1942 Year Book. 

Subsection 4.—Dairying 

During the past two years the dairy industry of Canada has successfully met 
the challenge imposed by war-time conditions, in producing increased quantities 
of dairy products for use at home and abroad. Despite acute labour shortages, 
the production of milk on farms has been maintained at a high level, and while 
1942-43 exports of cheese and concentrated milk products were considerably above 
those of the pre-war period, domestic supplies of fluid milk, butter and other products 
far surpassed the quantities provided for home consumption in previous years. 
As might be expected, price relationships determined the trend in production. 
During the first half of 1942, prices were more favourable to cheese production; 
but with the creation of a subsidized market for butter-fat, a competitive situation 
developed in the latter part of the season, and in 1943 a large proportion of the milk 
supply was diverted into the butter manufacturing channel. This reduced the 
volume of cheese available for export to the United Kingdom, but permitted the 
creation of reserve stocks of creamery butter, a part of which was shipped to the 
United Kingdom at a time when supplies were needed to maintain the British ration 
at the normal level. 

Milk Production.—The production of milk on farms in 1943 has been esti­
mated at 17,500,000,000 lb., representing a fractional increase over that of the 
preceding year. Manufactured products utilized 11,300,000,000 lb. or 65 p.c. of 
the total quantity in 1943 as against 11,600,000,000 lb. or 66 p.c. in the preceding 
twelve-month period. Fluid milk sales amounted to 3,700,000,000 lb. in 1943 
as compared with 3,400,000,000 lb. in 1942. The former represented 21 p.c, 
and the latter 19 p.p. of the total production. It will be observed that a part of 
the increase was obtained at the expense of manufactured products, which utilized 
lesser quantities than in 1942. 

The concentration of the population in military and industrial centres would 
appear to be one of the chief factors contributing to the increased demand for 
fluid products. Ontario and Quebec produced approximately 61 p.c. of the total 
supply, the Prairie Provinces 30 p.c, the Maritimes 6 p.c. and British Columbia 


